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TOALC Winter 2021 
 

• Membership Fee: $25.00 for unlimited winter classes. If you already sent payment or you’re a fall volunteer, 

you already have a membership. Otherwise, buy one on our website Membership page at 

https://www.theoalc.org/membership . The page accepts credit cards or a promise to mail in a check. Please 

obtain a membership by the time of your first class. If you are registering using the printed registration form, 

send it along with your membership check to: TOALC, 55 Smith St., East Stroudsburg, PA 18301 

 

• Register for classes online at our website Courses page at https://www.theoalc.org/catalog, by email 

(info@theoalc.org) or with the registration form in the printed course book you may have received. Or call 

the TOALC office requesting a call-back. (The office is currently closed; someone will return your call.)  

 

• Please consider making a donation. TOALC is a 501(c)(3) and all contributions are tax-deductible and will 

be acknowledged. Make donations by mail (see our address above) or at https://www.theoalc.org/donate .  

 

• When signing up for classes and events, please identify the courses you want using the two-character code 

that precedes the title. Include your full name, email address (or use “theoalc.org”) and phone number.  

 

• Class meeting access information will be provided 2 weeks ahead. PLEASE TREAT THIS 

INFORMATION AS CONFIDENTIAL. Do not share it with others or post it where others can see it. Direct 

friends interested in joining classes with you to the TOALC Office to register for themselves. 

 

• The registration deadline is Jan 20. After that, you may not receive class information in time to attend. Sign 

up for as many classes as you plan to attend. 

 

• Video conferences attendees please:  

o See Video Conferencing FAQ Sheet on the TOALC website at https://www.theoalc.org/catalog  

o Check online version of this course book to see classes accessible by traditional telephone.  

o Test your access before the meeting and contact us if you find issues. Join the conference 10 -15 

minutes before the start in order to deal with any last-minute problems. Then return to your 

computer at meeting time. Late arrivals can disrupt the class.  

o Do not use any means to record the meeting. But don’t assume you are not being recorded secretly. 

TOALC and class leaders will not make a recording without prior notice.  

 

• Class Leaders  

o You are responsible for the conduct and content of their classes. You have final say over who will 

be admitted. You also have the right to remove anyone whose actions disrupt the class or jeopardize 

safety. 

o Please start on time. Best: Open your classes 15 minutes early. 

o Please appoint a co-host to monitor the Waiting Room.  

 

• If you cannot attend class, email the class leader or TOALC office. Tell leaders if you decide to drop out. 

 

• If a class session is cancelled, the class leader will contact you directly. 

 

• Books and any other required materials. Not available from TOALC unless otherwise indicated. 

 

• Classes WILL be held on Presidents Day, Monday, February 15. 

https://www.theoalc.org/membership
https://www.theoalc.org/catalog
mailto:info@theoalc.org
https://www.theoalc.org/donate
https://www.theoalc.org/catalog
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• Computer equipment loans and registration scholarships are available. Call or email TOALC for details.  

 

 

 

CLASSES CONDUCTED BY EMAIL 
 
WS. Women's Suffrage in America, A Transformative Experience  
January 25 to March 15 (8 weekly emails).  
One hundred years after the passage of the 19th amendment, the films presented will tell the dramatic culmination of the 
hard-fought campaign waged by American women for the right to vote. These narratives illustrate the largest expansion of 
voting rights in the history of the U.S. 
 
An interactive program begins the journey, exploring the final decade (1910-1920) of the movement through powerful images 
brought to life. 
 
Presentation of the contributions of Black Suffragists during this era is offered. Continued support from iconic leaders Dorothy 
Height and Fannie Lou Hamer are explored.  
 
Native American women and their activism on many fronts of influence within and beyond the suffrage movement are 
discussed, by Brenda J. Child, Cathleen D. Cahill, and Sally Roesch Wagner. Historical civil rights leader for voting rights, 
Zitkala-Sa is portrayed. Registrations not accepted after start of class. Computer required to correspond by email, 
view films. Leader: Rosalyn Blue Sky Henley 
 
NJ. Nature Journaling – An Introduction 
February 1 to February 22 (4 weekly emails).  
Nature Journaling offers an opportunity to connect with nature through recording personal observations. Whether you are 
interested in birding, poetry, drawing or simply enjoying the outdoors, this class will present some of the basics to get you 
started with this enjoyable and enriching activity. The course may include a short nature walk depending on weather and 
interest. Leader: Melodie Schwarz-Higgins 

 

CLASSES MEETING IN PERSON OR BY ZOOM VIDEO CONFERENCE 
 
All classes are via Zoom video conference unless otherwise indicated. If permitted by the class leader and suited to the class 
format (e.g. a lecture or discussion class), you can dial in to the class on a traditional telephone. Computer not needed. 
Check the online version of this course book or call the TOALC office for classes that support phone access. 
  

DAY & DATE TBD 
 
SN. Snowshoeing 
TBD. 9:00 to 10:00 am  
In-Person Class meets at Glenn Brook Golf Club, 1044 Hickory Valley Rd, Stroudsburg, PA. 
Try out snowshoeing on the beautiful Glenn Brook grounds and get a good workout. Rent SROSRC snowshoes that day at 
$3 or BYO gear for a free outing. Sign up to be waitlisted. We’ll call down the list to see who’s available for a run the day after 
the first snow of 5 inches plus. We may do second session at a later date. Leader: TrudyAnn Buckley 
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MONDAY 
 
BT. Beginning Tai Chi Chaun 
Mon. 9:00 to 10:30 – March 1 to March 29.  
In-Person Class meets at Bryant Park, 717 Bryant St, Stroudsburg, PA. 
Tai Chi is an ancient Chinese exercise that promotes calmness of mind, physical grace, and overall good health. Sometimes 
described as meditation in motion, Tai Chi movements are gentle. Continued practice develops strength, balance, and 
promises an alert but peaceful mind. Leader: Jim Vagliardo  Max: 20 
 
WD. Writing Description and Dialog 
Mon. 10:00 to 12:00 - January 25 to March 15.  
Zoom Video Conference Class. Accessible by phone? N 
An 8-week course on how fiction and memoir writers use description and dialogue. Includes in-class and homework exercises. 
Leader: Deborah Emin  Max: 6 
 
ZW. Zooming with TOALC. 
Mon. 11:00 to 12:30 — January 25 to March 29 
Zoom Video Conference Class. Accessible by phone? N 
A ZOOM mutual support session for TOALC members. Get help on technical as well as pedagogical issues. Help TOALC as 
we explore new possibilities and solutions using the Zoom platform. Leaders: Jim Vagliardo & Greg Nulle 
 
TR. The Rise of Authoritarianism in the Contemporary World 
Mon. 1:30 to 3:30 – January 25 to March 15.  
Zoom Video Conference Class. Accessible by phone? Y 
Three decades after the collapse of the Soviet Union and other Soviet-related (Marxist inspired) dictatorships, the flourishing 
of liberal democracies, seen by many as the new and permanent status quo, have begun to run aground--Poland, Hungary, 
Turkey, with stirrings even of authoritarianism in the UK. America, the birthplace of modern constitutional democracy, is 
apparently not immune to these tendencies, either. We will use as our discussion guide, Anne Applebaum's Twilight of 
Democracy: The Seductive Lure of Authoritarianism, 2020. Please purchase book before class starts.  
Leader: Merlyn J. Clarke 
 
GY. Gentle Yoga 
Mon. 2:45 to 3:45 – January 25 to March 29. 
Zoom Video Conference Class. Accessible by phone? N 
Gentle Yoga is a class structured around rejuvenating and creating fluid movement in the body. This class is a slower pace 
and focuses on stretching and strengthening all areas of the body, while releasing stress and tension from joints and muscles. 
Working toward the creation of balance between flexibility and mobility and bringing stillness to our minds. 
Leader: Hope Fisher 
 

TUESDAY 
 
CW. Creative Writing Class to Publish. 
Tues. 9:30 to 11:30 – January 26 to March 30.  
Zoom Video Conference Class. Accessible by phone? N 
We begin with a 15-minute prompted writing period. Next, the leader will present a short talk on some aspect of creative 
writing. Finally, each student presents a sample of their own creative writing. Leader: Harold Pascal  Max: 16 
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GJ. God, Jesus and Politics – Oh My! History of Christianity and the U.S. Government.  
Tues 11:00 to 12:00 – January 26 to March 30. 
Zoom Video Conference Class. Accessible by phone? Y 
Christianity has always played a dominant role in U.S. politics. Stories abound of the churches’ influence on our politics. 
Political parties seek the support of Christian denominations and groups to sway elections. Was colonial America religious? 
Was the U.S. founded on a Christian basis?  Were the two Great Awakenings, really great awakenings?  Is the U.S. 
responsible for the splintering of Christianity into multiple denominations? Is Christianity responsible for the abolitionist 
movement, the Progressive Era, the New Deal, and the Great Society? How has Christianity shaped U.S. domestic and 
foreign policies? What role has Christianity played in our most recent election?  All of these questions will be explored, in what 
will surely be lively discussions. Leader: Dr. Jeffrey Weber, Pastor. 
 
MH. Music History 
Tues. 11:00 to 12:00 – January 26 to March 30. 
Zoom Video Conference Class. Accessible by phone? TBD 
This class will be the study of the eras of music - Medieval, Renaissance, Baroque, Classical, Romantic, Modern. Leader: 
Don Bell  Max: 20 
 
HO. History of American Presidential Politics 
Tues. 1:30 to 2:30 – January 26 to March 30. 
Zoom Video Conference Class. Accessible by phone? N 
We’ll compare U.S. presidents both before and after 1900: What leadership characteristics are in common & different? Is the 
presidency relevant today? Why study our history? Materials: Free YouTube videos, Internet documentaries, news clips and 
movies covering all aspects of the American presidency. Leader: Richard Weintraub 
 
TF. The Friendship of Virginia Woolf & Vita Sackville West 
Tues. 1:30 to 3:00 – January 26 (One day only). 
Zoom Video Conference Class. Accessible by phone? Y 
Brief presentation of the life of Virginia, plus more in depth of the fascinating Vita. The book and film, Orlando, is a love poem 
to Vita from Virginia. Leader: Valerie Martin  Max: 20 
 
HW. How War Has Changed My Life: Coming to America and Beyond 
Tues. 1:30 to 3:00 – February 2 to February 9. 
Zoom Video Conference Class. Accessible by phone? Y 
A. Recollections of my military family and life in WW2 England 1939 - 1945. The odyssey of my future Polish husband and in-
laws, and how we came to America. B. My connection to an American hero and War in the Pacific. Leader: Valerie Martin  
Max: 20 
 
TT. Tom’s Twisted Titillating Trivia Tickling Teasers Tournament 3.0-5.0  
Tues. 1:30 to 3:00 – February 16 to March 2.  
Zoom Video Conference Class. Accessible by phone? TBD 
Get winter and pandemic cobwebs out of the brain waves and venture forth for trivia ticklers. It's for fun only, no score keeping. 
Bring your pencil and paper to your computer desk. Now, what was Colonel Sander's first name? Leader: Tom Moore 
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TL. The Life & Legacy of Pearl Buck 
Tues. 1:30 to 3:00 – March 9 (One day only).  
Zoom Video Conference Class. Accessible by phone? N 
We'll explore the details of Ms. Buck's life, awards and experiences between West Virginia, China and Bucks County 
Pennsylvania. A citizen of the world, she was awarded both the Pulitzer and Nobel Prizes (for literature) and lived many years 
in eastern Pennsylvania where she originated the Pearl S Buck Foundation. She devoted her later years to helping children 
around the world who have been displaced due to mixed heredity, war, hunger, poverty or other circumstances. This class 
will offer new information from last semester's presentation by Sandy who attended functions at Buck's estate during high 
school. Presenter: Sandy Moore 
 
BB. Beginner Bridge 
Tues. 1:30 to 3:00 – March 16 to April 20.  
Zoom Video Conference Class. Accessible by phone? N 
Learn the basics of bridge: How to evaluate a hand, how to bid, and how to play out the hand. Find out about club play 
opportunities with other beginners. Recommended texts: Audrey Grant’s Bridge Basics pts 1 & 2. In paperback (and used 
copies, too) from Amazon. Continues three weeks beyond the winter semester. Instructor: Leslie Sloan 
 

WEDNESDAY 
 
CT. Continuing Tai Chi Chaun 
Wed. 9:00 to 10:30 – March 3 to March 31.  
In-Person Class meets at Bryant Park, 717 Bryant St, Stroudsburg, PA. 
This course is specifically reserved for those students who attended 6 or more sessions of Tai Chi in Fall 2020. Students will 
polish and refine the White Crane, Play Guitar, and Brush Knee movements then complete what remains of Tai Chi Part 1. 
Leader: Jim Vagliardo  Max: 20 
 
FS. Food Storage  
Wed. 9:30-11:30 – March 17 (One day only). 
Zoom Video Conference Class. Accessible by phone? Y 
It is important to have a food stock in case of emergencies. We’ll explore various ways of storing foods for the immediate and 
long term. There are pitfalls along the way, too. Choice of food and the forms in which food is preserved both make a difference 
as do storage conditions. Nutrition, variety, ease of preparation, and food enjoyment also are important. Presenter: LynnKay 
Brown 
 
SS. Short Stories: Double, double toil and trouble--Doppelganger Tales  
Wed. 10:00 to 11:00 – February 3 to February 24. 
Zoom Video Conference Class. Accessible by phone? TBD 
A selection of short stories and other creative products that explore the idea of the double. Leader: Mike Liberman 
 
TP. The Psyche and the Cosmos 
Wed. 10 to 11:30 – January 27 to March 31.  
Zoom Video Conference Class. Accessible by phone? TBD 
Join a guided discussion of human nature and its place in the universe from a 'naive' point of view. Topics include perception, 
artificial intelligence, astronomy, and quantum mechanics. Prerequisite: open mind. Leader: Ken LeSure 
 
  



7 

 

VS. Virtual Studio Tour 
Wed. 10:00 to 12:00 – March 10 (One day only). 
Zoom Video Conference Class. Accessible by phone? N 
Virtual visits with two local artists. Joan Glusiec is a potter and sculptor who teaches art classes at TOALC. Tricia Lowery 
Lippert is a painter who works in oils and pastels. She also paints animals, landscapes and still lifes. They will give us a tour 
of studios and discuss their tools, techniques, and works in progress. Joan will demonstrate pottery-making. Facilitator: 
Greg Nulle 
 
RL. Reading Like a Writer 
Wed. 10:00 to 12:00 – March 10 to March 31. 
Zoom Video Conference Class. Accessible by phone? N 
We’ll spend 4 weeks looking at James Baldwin’s novel, If Beale Street Could Talk. Please read it before the class starts. 
We’ll discuss the craft elements Baldwin used and how he used them. Leader: Deborah Emin  Max: 8 
 
PC. Philosophy: Contemporary Ethics  
Wed. 11:00 to 11:50 – January 27 to March 3. 
Zoom Video Conference Class. Accessible by phone? N 
We will examine different theories of right and wrong (ethics), and the foundations of morality and ethical discourse (meta-
ethics). Includes collaborative discussion with philosophy majors and minors at ESU. Leader: Tim Connolly 
 
AC. A Culinary Experience with Chef Nicola  
Zoom Video Conference Class. Accessible by phone? N 
Wed. 11:00 to 1:00 – February 10 (One day only). 
Chef Nicola, owner of Memento Pizzeria & Restaurant presents both Classic Italian Cuisine and Molecular Gastronomy. Learn 
how to prepare fresh handmade pasta, no special equipment needed. Then on to molecular cuisine, a cooking style using the 
many technical innovations of food science, yielding dishes that transform food, exciting the palate and surprising our 
expectations. Presenter: Chef Nicola Mersini 
 
TW. The Wonderful World of Bach  
Wed. 1:30 to 3:30 – January 27 to March 31. 
Zoom Video Conference Class. Accessible by phone? N 
This course will discuss the life and musical contributions of J.S. Bach. Sacred and secular, instrumental and vocal music will 
be included. Recorded and live performances will be used throughout the course. Leader: Betsy Buzzelli-Clarke 
 
CE. Current Events   
Wed. 1:30 to 3:00 – January 27 to March 3.  
Zoom Video Conference Class. Accessible by phone? Y 
Discussions of news in the 7 days prior to class. LET’S MAKE IT INTERESTING - LET’S KEEP IT PLEASANT - CIVILITY IS 
KEY!! Leader: Leslie Berger  Max:15 
 
WI. World Issues 
Wed. 1:30 to 3:00 – March 10 to March 31.  
Zoom Video Conference Class. Accessible by phone? Y 
Opening and closing classes plus “End of Globalization”, “Global Supply Chain”. Book: Great Decisions 2021 (used at all 
2021 World Issue classes) $32.00 to Leader: Maury Molin 
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CY. Chair Yoga 
Wed. 2:45 to 3:45 – January 27 to March 31.  
Zoom Video Conference Class. Accessible by phone? N 
Use a sturdy folding chair or dining room chair for seated poses and also for assisting in balancing poses. This class is perfect 
for those who haven't moved their bodies for a while, have limited mobility or trouble getting up and down from the floor. A 
great place to start practicing yoga in a judgment free atmosphere. Many options are given to customize the practice just for 
YOU! Leader: Hope Fisher Min:5 
 
GM. Guided Meditation 
Wed. 6:30 to 7:30 pm – February 3 to March 10.  
Zoom Video Conference Class. Accessible by phone? Y 
What a great way to enjoy dark winter evenings during a pandemic. Join us for guided meditation presentations by members 
of our community. Class participation is encouraged to increase our knowledge and awareness of guided meditation. 
Leader: Pamela Wyckoff 
 

THURSDAY 
 
VT. Virtual Tour of the Poconos  
Thurs. 10:00 to 12:00 – January 28 (One day only).  
Zoom Video Conference Class. Accessible by phone? N 
Chris Barrett will introduce us to the Pocono Mountains Visitors Bureau‘s “Pocono Television Network” (PTN), showing what 
the Poconos have to offer. Presenter: Chris Barrett 
 
BC. Book Club  
Thurs. 10:00 to 12:00 – February 4 to February 25. 
Zoom Video Conference Class. Accessible by phone? Y 
Book discussion of Dr. Nina and the Panther, by her daughter Shirley Wheeler. Originally published in 1978, the book is still 
available on Amazon and at many local libraries. It is the wonderful story of Nina Case, a poor, uneducated girl who dreamed 
of becoming a doctor when there were few female doctors. She succeeded, practicing for more than 55 years in rural Monroe 
County. The book is rich in local history. Leader: Kathy Cleveland 
 
UP. Unique Pennsylvania 
Thurs. 10:00 to 10:30 – February 25 to April 1. 
Zoom Video Conference Class. Accessible by phone? N 
Each week, explore one facet of PA history and culture that have made the state unique: Hershey, the chocolate capital of 
the world; the Amish communities of Lancaster County; Andrew Carnegie and the commonwealth's steel empires; 
Philadelphia's birth of freedom; the Battle of Gettysburg; and the Johnstown Flood, the worst disaster in U.S. history until 
September 11. Watch free videos on YouTube on your own time for each session/class, then have a 30-minute Zoom 
discussion during session/class time. Leader: Robin Friedman 
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WW. Whimsical Winter Snowman Mitten Hanging 
Thurs 10:00 to 12:00 – March 4 (One day only). 
Zoom Video Conference Class. Accessible by phone? N 

Adorable stuffed fluffy fabric snowman to brighten up the rest of your winter. Easy for beginners! 
Involves easy hand sewing and a glue gun. Kit-pattern, directions, supplies and everything you’ll 
need to make this (except scissors and a glue gun) will be available at American Ribbon 
Manufacturers (25 Ann St, Stroudsburg, PA) on February 12th. Ask at the counter for yours 
($9.99) plus tax. Approximately 12” tall x 7.5” Will look nice and inviting on your door. Instructor: 
Karen Schaffert 
 
 
 

OF. Organic Food Production 
Thurs. 1:00 to 3:00 – February 25 (One day only).  
Zoom Video Conference Class. Accessible by phone? N 
What fits the definition of "organic food"?  How is it different from regular food products in the way it's produced? Do claims 
that it is better for me and the environment have a strong basis? Is the higher cost worth it? Explore these issues to increase 
your knowledge in this area. Presenter: Dr. Tim Malefyt 
 
NY. New York Science Times Discussion Group 
Thurs. 1:30 to 3:00 – January 28 to April 1.  
Zoom Video Conference Class. Accessible by phone? Y 
Keep up with the latest scientific breakthroughs. Read and bring a copy of the Tuesday New York Times Science Section to 
the group discussion. Leader: Greg Nulle 
 
CA. Cooking Alongside a Nutritionist 
Thurs. 4:30 to 5:30 – Jan. 28, Feb. 25, Mar. 25.  
Zoom Video Conference Class. Accessible by phone? N 
This series will have you cooking alongside our Village Food Gurus from ShopRite! You will prepare quick and easy recipes 
featuring comfort food classics, heart healthy dishes, and spring vegetables for one to two people. Ask any nutrition-related 
questions you have along the way! Allie Sanderson, RDN is a Registered Dietitian and will be your Wellness Guru during 
these cooking classes, guiding you to create healthy and delicious dishes. Ingredient boxes will be available for purchase 
from the ShopRite of Stroudsburg for you to prepare your dish during the live presentation. Minimum: 10 
attendees/box reservations per session.  
 

FRIDAY 
 
IM. Instrumental Music 
Fri. 10:00 to 12:00 – January 29 to April 2. 
Zoom Video Conference Class. Accessible by phone? N 
This class is the study of instrumental music, open to those who have current experience of playing woodwind, brass, or 
stringed instruments that they own or rent. Leader will arrange lessons for those instruments signed up. Leader: Don Bell  
Max: 10  
 
DF. Dorflinger Factory Museum Virtual Tour 
Fri. 10:00 to 12:00 – February 5 (One day only).  
Zoom Video Conference Class. Accessible by phone? N 
A 45-minute presentation about the Dorflinger family history in Brooklyn and after they moved the factory to White Mills, PA. 
The story of the restoration of the factory buildings. Some views of the factory museum and locale. A look at the most 
significant artifacts in their collection. Presenter: James Asselstine 
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AW. A Woman’s Place in the (State) House 
Fri. 10:00 to 12:00 – February 12 (One day only).  
Zoom Video Conference Class. Accessible by phone? Y 
Democrat Maureen Madden and Republican Rosemary Brown, both members of the Pennsylvania House of Representatives 
will speak about what it’s like today for women in politics. Facilitator: Greg Nulle 
 
MC. Monroe County Historical Association: A Century of Collecting 1921-2021 
Fri. 10:00 to 12:00 – March 5 (One day only).  
Zoom Video Conference Class. Accessible by phone? N 
The association was founded in 1921 to promote, protect, and preserve the county’s history. The historic 1795 Stroud Mansion 
serves as our headquarters and features a local history museum and research library. We’ll discuss the organization's history, 
highlight some of the unique artifacts in the collection, share interesting local stories, and explore plans for the next 100 years. 
Presenter: Amy Leiser 
 
TG. To Go TOALC Luncheon 
Fri. 12:30 to 2:00 – January 29, March 5, April 2.  
Zoom Video Conference Class. Accessible by phone? N 
Participants get a takeout for lunch and we share views of what people got. Kathy will put out a list of takeout places a week 
ahead. Facilitator: Kathy Cleveland 
 
VU. Vaccination Update 
Fri. 1:30 to 3:30 – March 19 (One day only).  
Zoom Video Conference Class. Accessible by phone? Y 
Roxane will update us on the COVID-19 vaccines in play and the techniques to prepare them. Leader: Roxane Martin 
 
TOALC Friday Afternoon Happy Hour  
Fri. 4:00 to 5:00 – Jan 29 to Apr 2. Registration not required.  
Zoom Video Conference Class. Accessible by phone? Y 
Unwind and catch up with your TOALC friends and favorite beverage. Special events and themes monthly. 
.  

Friday Afternoon TOALC Author Talks 

 

AT. Author Talks  
Fri. 1:00 to 3:00 – February 12, 26, and March 12.  
Zoom Video Conference Class. Accessible by phone? Y 
A set of three latest installments in our popular series of authors talking about their books and the craft of writing. This time, 
all are men, talking about “manly” things: Guns, drugs (policing) and Big Foot. Series curated by: Deborah Emin 
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February 12: A. H. Verge  
A. H. Verge is an American author who predominantly writes non-fiction. His first 
book, Nightmare in The Woods, became a best seller quickly and launched his 
writing career. He currently resides in Pennsylvania with his family and he is also 
the owner of a Native American tea company, Tego Tea that has been observed 
to help those suffering with type 2 Diabetes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

February 26: Pierre “Pete” Charette 
This is the story of a French-Canadian boy whose name is Pierre “Pete” Charette, born 
in Valleyfield, Quebec Province, and who became a historical figure in the war on drugs 
in the United States and Europe. His adventures spanned a heart-pounding 33 years as 
a police officer, undercover detective and DEA Special Agent throughout the United 
States and around the world. It chronicles Charette’s fascinating, high-stakes and 
impactful career first-hand. It includes some of the most famous cases ever developed 
by him, his colleagues and the DEA.                                                   
 
His investigative ability and imagination in numerous undercover roles, took him from 
the United States into the French criminal underworld (including the French Connection), 
the Iron Curtain, and across the planet to untangle and uncover some of the largest 
criminal organizations and to arrest major domestic and international drug traffickers and 
their criminal organizations. His life is filled with cunning intrigue and white-knuckle 
courage, risking his life on numerous occasions, in order to effect the arrest of these 
major international drug traffickers.        

 
Throughout his career, this special agent received numerous awards for his bravery and 

accomplishments in the war on drugs against the United States. In this book, Charette offers first-hand accounts of 
investigations that have paved the path for the development of new and innovative techniques for undercover work 
and investigations in narcotic enforcement.  
 
Pete Charette was a Finalist Award winner, in the 2020 IAN Book of the Year Awards (Ian is The Independent Author 
Network), for the category: "First Non-Fiction." 

 
March 12: Seamus McGraw 

Seamus McGraw is the author of a few books, including the critically acclaimed The End of 
Country: Dispatches from the Frack Zone, and Betting the Farm on a Drought: Stories 
from the Front Line of Climate Change. His most recent book, From a Taller Tower, the 
Rise of the American Mass Shooter, traces the arc of America’s deadly epidemic of mass 
public violence over the past half century. Seamus has been a regular contributor to many 
publications, including the New York Times, Huffington Post, Playboy, Popular Mechanics, 
Reader’s Digest, The Forward, Spin, Stuff, and Radar, and has appeared on Fox Latino. He 
has received the Freedom of Information Award from the Associated Press Managing 
Editors, the Golden Quill Award, as well as honors from the Casey Foundation and the 
Society of Professional Journalists. 
 
A father of four, he lives in the woods of northeastern Pennsylvania with his wife, Karen, his 
children, and a neighborly bear named “Fardels” who has boundary issues. 
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LEADERS & PRESENTERS 
 

James Asselstine is the director of the Dorflinger Factory Museum in White Mills, PA. 

 

Christopher Barrett is President/CEO of Pocono Mountains Visitors Bureau. A Hazelton native and Penn 

State grad, he has had a distinguished career in the marketing, media and advertising industries. 

 

Donald W. Bell is a retired teacher, formerly with Frankie Avalon, Bobby Rydell, Fabian, The Dupree’s, The 

Four Tops, Anthony St James Orchestra and Carnival Cruise Lines bands. Currently freelance saxophonist, 

RSVP volunteer. 

 
LynnKay Brown is a retired RN and emergency preparedness coordinator for her church in NEPA.  

 

Leslie Burger is an enthusiastic newsophile, former Loder Senior Center Manager; Activities Director @ 

Pocono Lutheran Village Assisted Living; Program Director for the Monroe County Recreation & Parks 

Commission. 

 

Trudy Ann Buckley is Recreation Manager at the Stroud Region Open Space and Recreation Commission 

(SROSRC). 

 

Betsy Buzzelli-Clarke is retired from ESU’s music department where she taught music history, theory, piano, 

and strings. She is the founder and conductor of the Pocono Community Orchestra and a member of her beloved 

trio Trillogy. 

 

Merlyn J. Clarke is Professor Emeritus, Political Science, ESU. 

 

Kathy Cleveland was a development engineer and computer application instructor for many years. 

 

Dr. Tim Connolly is a Professor and Modern Languages/Philosophy/Religious Studies Dept. Co-Chair at ESU. 

 

Deborah Emin is a publisher (DeborahEminBooks.com and the author of the novels in The Scags Series. 

 

Hope Fisher, owner of Hope Yoga in Central New Jersey loves to teach yoga to individuals of all ages, body 

types and physical abilities to help feel them better in their bodies while helping to bring some stillness to their 

minds.  

 

Robin Friedman worked in advertising, journalism, and publishing. She loves US history, road trips, cats, and 

chocolate. 

 

Rosalyn Blue Sky Henley writes poetry, is a retired Clinical Psychiatric Pharmacist, and is a cultural heritage 

researcher specializing in Indigenous and American African societies and craft.  

 

Amy Leiser is Executive Director of the Monroe County Historical Association, local history freelance writer 

and active in many community organizations. 

 

Ken LeSure, Ph.D. is a retired psychology professor. 

 

Mike Liberman is an Emeritus Professor of English at East Stroudsburg University. 
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Dr. Tim Malefyt has a PhD in Agricultural Sciences from Cornell University. His career spans 36 years of 

international and domestic research and development in the area of food production technology.  

 

Roxane Martin has a Master’s in Pharmaceutical Quality Assurance from Temple University. She worked as 

research technician in immunology projects, then moved to industry, notably Sanofi Pasteur in Product 

Development and Quality Assurance/Training. She is currently retired. 

 

Valerie Martin has had a family member in every major war from WW1 to the Gulf War. 

 

Chef Nicola Mersini is an Amerigo Vespucci Culinary Institute of Milan graduate and has worked his way 

through the great kitchens of Italy, Paris, and NYC. He brings that talent to bear at Momento Restaurant in 

Stroudsburg. 

 

Maury Molin, retired high school history teacher, is TOALC Past President & Borough Councilman. 

 

Sandy Moore is a retired Director of Guidance and an eight-year volunteer docent at the Pearl S. Buck 

Foundation. 

 

Tom Moore danced on American Bandstand and played in a Rock and Roll Band. 

 

Greg Nulle is a former librarian and computer programmer. He is TOALC vice president. 

 

Harold Pascal is an M.D./ Ph.D. and current TOALC president. 

 

Allie Sanderson, RDN and Carly Sopko, RDN are Registered Dietitians with Village Super Market, Inc (a 

Shoprite member company) and will be your Wellness Gurus for “CA. Cooking Alongside a Nutritionist”. 

 

Karen Schaffert is Manager at American Ribbon Manufactures In Stroudsburg. An art and design major in 

college, she teaches (mostly painting), participates in local art groups and is on the Pocono Painters board. 

 

Melodie Schwarz-Higgins has a B.A. in art, enjoys drawing/painting and many types of crafts. 

 

Leslie Sloan is a Life Master bridge player, has an ACBL teaching certificate, and has been playing for many 

years. 

 

Dr. James J. Vagliardo is a professor of Math/Computer Science; an educational consultant, writer, and 

researcher; an international traveler and lecturer; a soccer coach, avid hiker, and Tai Chi teacher who loves 

abstract art and jazz. 

 

Dr. Jeffrey A. Weber is Pastor of the Reeders United Methodist Church. He retired from ESU as Provost for 

Academic Affairs, was former ESU Poly Sci Chair, PA Senate staffer and U.S. Army Officer. 

 

Richard M. Weintraub, Esq. is definitely a Baby Boomer with a lifetime passion for studying American 

History, American Politics and Culture and learning about different people, cultures, music, customs and 

traditions. 

 

Pamela Wyckoff is an Occupational Therapist who provides education/consultation and is an avid lifelong 

learner. 
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                                                                     Notice of Non-Discrimination 

The Older Adult Learning Community (TOALC) does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion (creed), 

national origin, military status, gender, gender expression, marital status, sexual orientation, disability or age in its 

programs and activities. For assistance or special accommodations, please call 570 -422-7810. 

 


